
 

 

Some days, doing “the best we can” may still fall short of what we would like to be able to 

do, but life isn’t perfect—on any front—and doing what we can with what we have is the 

most we should expect of ourselves or anyone else. ~Mister Rogers 

 

 Dear Members of Our School Family,  

I trust that the moms in our Garden City Middle School family had a wonderful Mother’s Day full 

of love, appreciation, and recognition for all they do for their children and families every day.  It is 

during this time of year, the month between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, that I often reflect on 

my role as a dad.  As I have grown older, Father’s Day has become a more thoughtful time for me. 

When my dad was alive, the day would be focused around celebrating him.  We’d invite him over 

for a family meal, have a celebratory cake, shower him with gifts,  and generally make a big fuss 

over  him. We would share stories of the past and reflect on the generational relationships sitting 

around the table. 

A school is similar to a family. It is the quality of our relationships at home and in school that 

enable our students’ character and grit to strengthen; to grow into secure adults ready to face the 

challenges of the world. Students need adults in their lives who respect and value them, at home 

and in school. Our job is to support them through that process. This is the reason why we refer to 

our school as our school family.  Our students need to know that we care about them regardless of 

our academic expectations. 

As Mr. Rogers’ notes, what is so important in a family is to always support each other when we 

inevitably fall short of an objective or expectation.  This is also our goal in school.   

We wish you all a great Father’s Day!  

 

With warmest regards,  

Dr. Peter Osroff, Principal 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  

M
A

Y
/
J
U

N
E

 
 
2

0
1
8

 
 

 
a

 
p

u
b

l
i
c

a
t

i
o

n
 
o

f
 
g

a
r

d
e

n
 
c

i
t

y
 
m

i
d

d
l

e
 
s

c
h

o
o

l
 

 
 

v
o

l
u

m
e

 
1
3

,
 
i
s

s
u

e
 
9

 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

JUNE 
 

June 2 

PTA School  

Supply Pick-up 

9:00 AM-2:00 PM  

@MS Cafeteria 
 

June 4 

Girls’ Sports  

Physicals 

3:30 PM @MS 
 

June 6 

Boys’ Sports  

Physicals 

3:30 PM @MS 
 

June 6 

NJHS Induction  

Ceremony 

7PM @HS 
 

June 11 

Last Day of Classes 

End of 4th Quarter 
 

June 12 

Board of Education Mtg. 

Retiree & Service  

Recognition   

Reception 

8:15 PM @HS 
 

June 12-18 

Final Exams 
 

June 20 and June 21 

No Classes 
 

June 22 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

       The final day of school is June 22, 2018.  

Students will arrive at the usual time and will be 

dismissed at 9:58 a.m.  A Day 1 schedule will be 

followed. 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

Period Time 

1 8:30 – 8:38 

2 8:40 – 8:48 

3 8:50 – 8:58 

4 9:00 – 9:08 

5 9:10 – 9:18 

6 9:20 – 9:28 

7 9:30 – 9:38 

8 9:40 – 9:48 

9 9:50 – 9:58 

GRADE 6 AND GRADE 7 CELEBRATIONS 

 The Grade 6 Celebration will be held on Tuesday, June 19.  Bus trans-

portation will be provided for (regular school-day) arrival and at 10:00 a.m. for dismissal.  

The Grade 7 Celebration will also be held on Tuesday, June 19.   Bus transporta-

tion will be provided for arrival at 11:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. for dismissal.  Grade 7 stu-

dents should be at their bus stop by 11: 05 a.m.   

ALGEBRA AND EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS  

 Eighth Grade Students that are scheduled to take the Algebra CC Regents 

on June 12 will report to the gym by 11:30 a.m. and will be dismissed starting at 2:30 

p.m.  Bus Service will be provided both ways.  Please be at your bus stop by 11:05 

a.m. The first bus home is at 3:20 p.m. 

 Eighth Grade Students that are scheduled to take the Earth Science Re-

gents on June 15 will report to the gym by 11:30 a.m. and will be dismissed starting at 

2:15 p.m.  Bus service will be provided both ways.  Please be at your bus stop by 

11:05 a.m.  The first bus home will be at 2:20 p.m.  

EXAM DAYS  

 During final examination days, all sixth grade stu-

dents will report to their first period class.  Seventh and 

eighth grade students will report to their assigned locations.  

Students must be on time for all exams!  

ALGEBRA COMMON CORE REGENTS EXAM REVIEW CLASSES 

 Review classes will be held on June 5, 2018.  The session time is from 3:30 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m.  The review classes are optional.  Students can arrive late to a session after an 

athletic event or some other school activity.  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S NEWSPAER Phoenix 

 Garden City Middle School’s newspaper is available for all to read online. Students in grades 

6,7, and 8 write for the newspaper under the guidance of Ms. Feerick, English teacher.  Read their 

work: Phoenix. 

 

ST. JUDE CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL MATH-A-THON  

 The 6th grade math department, Ms. Drogin, Ms. Orrego, Ms. Nardone, and Mr. Hakes,  would like to fill you 

in on some exciting news. This year’s sixth grade class raised $64,297 for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.  The 

Math-A-Thon supports our math curriculum and teaches the children about charity and helping others.  For the last    

fifteen years, our school has raised over $572,000! 

ITALIAN CLUB HOSTS ALUMNA  

 On May 8th Signora Caruthers’ and Professoressa Miras’ Italian Club hosted Garden City 

School’s alumna, Sarah Leone, as a guest speaker. Sarah Leone began her journey of learning Italian at the 

middle school with Signora Caruthers, and at the high school  with Signora Brunetti. Sarah decided to 

minor in Italian in college  and experience a life-changing summer studying in Italy. She is currently in 

her last year of medical school, and continues to have a love for the Italian language.  

 Miss Leone spoke to the Italian Club about her experiences studying abroad and her process of 

learning Italian. She spoke to the students about the importance of speaking a second language, and she shared stories of how she has 

used Italian in certain situations in her field of medicine. Signora Caruthers and Professoressa Miras were so happy to have Sarah 

come to speak to their students.  Sarah was able to relate to the students having previously sat their seats, therefore providing them 

with a unique perspective.  The students were inquisitive about her experiences and thoroughly enjoyed having her as a guest   

speaker.  

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/1336/Spring%202018.pdf


FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

Date Exam 

June 4 Grade 8 Science (Written Test) 

June 12 
Math Final Exam 

Algebra Common Core Regents 

June 13 Social Studies Final Exam 

June 14  
Science Final Exam 

Earth Science Regents (Written Test) 

June 15 English Final Exam 

June 18 FLACS  (World Languages)Exam  

I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

 

        As indicated in the Parent Handbook, all eighth-gradeWorld Language students 

are required to take the FLACS Checkpoint A Exam in either German, Italian, or 

Spanish in June.   The student must pass both the course and the FLACS exam in order 

to receive one (1) high school credit.   Since there is no make-up for the FLACS exam, it 

is imperative that your child be present for the exam which will be administered on 

Monday, June 18, 2018.   Please note: As these courses provide students with one (1) 

high school credit, the final 8th grade average and credit will appear on the student’s 

high school transcript, and it will be included in the calculation of the student’s high 

school grade point average (GPA).   

        Should you have any questions, you may call Ms. Ingoglia, 8th grade guidance 

counselor or Mr. Giacalone, 6-12 World Languages Coordinator (478-2087). 

  

Thank you, 

Peter J. Giacalone 

WORLD LANGUAGE EXAM DATES 

JUNE 4 and 5  6th GRADE- MULTIPLE CHOICE AND WRITING 

MAY 29, 30, 31  7th GRADE SPEAKING 

JUNE 1 7th GRADE LISTENING 

JUNE 4 7th GRADE READING  

JUNE 5 7th GRADE GRAMMAR 

JUNE 6 7th GRADE WRITING 

JUNE 8  6th and 7th GRADE MAKE-UPS 

JUNE 18 8th GRADE FINAL EXAMS 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

         THE NEW YORK STATE GRADE 8 INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SCIENCE TEST 

 Grade 8 Science Performance Test: May 23, 2018 Grade 8 Science Written Test: June 4, 2018.   Stu-

dents enrolled in Science 8 will be taking the New York State Grade 8 Intermediate Level Science Test, which assesses the 

level of mastery students have achieved in science between grades 5 and 8. The test includes two parts taken over two dif-

ferent days. The first part of the test, Grade 8 Science Performance Test, will be administered on Wednesday, May 23, 

2018. The second part, Grade 8 Science Written Test, will be administered on Monday, June 4, 2018. The Performance 

Test will assess students’ lab skills and concept application. It consists of hands-on tasks set up at three stations. Students 

will be given step-by-step instructions and questions to answer as they work at each station. They will have 15 minutes to 

complete the tasks at each of the three stations. Students need to bring pens and pencils for the test; everything else will be 

provided. The Science Written Test will assess students’ content knowledge and application. It includes multiple choice, 

short answer questions, and extended written responses in which students will be asked to interpret charts, draw graphs 

and diagrams and apply their knowledge and skills to real-world situations. Students need to bring pens, pencils and a non-

graphing calculator for the test. They have two hours to complete the test.  

 

Click her for more information.  FAQs about the test. 

 

                                        PHYSICAL SETTING: EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS EXAMINATION 

   Earth Science Regents Performance Test: May 30, 2018 Earth Science Regents Written Test: June 14, 2018 

         Students enrolled in the Earth Science course will be taking the Earth Science Regents examination. The test has two 

parts that are administered on two separate dates: the Laboratory Performance Test (Wednesday, May 30, 2018) and the 

Written Test (Friday, June 15, 2018). The Laboratory Performance Test includes a number of hands-on tasks to be com-

pleted at separate stations. The Written Test includes multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions. Stu-

dents should bring a non-graphing calculator, pens, pencils and a ruler to the test. The Earth Science Reference Tables will 

be provided during the exam. Students will have three hours to complete the exam. If a student misses the Laboratory Per-

formance Part of the test (and we offer make-up dates) the student will get 0 points for this part of the test but he/she will 

be allowed to take the Written Part.  

 If a student misses the Written Part of the test (for any reason), he/she cannot get the credit for the course. Miss-

ing the test as a result of an unexcused absence will negatively affect the student’s grade for the year. There is no make-up 

for the Written Part of the test in June. The final grade for the course as well as the grade for the Earth Science Regents 

examination are recorded on the high school transcript and are counted into the student’s grade point average (GPA), 

which is then provided to colleges.  

 To better prepare students for the Earth Science Regents examinations, Garden City Middle School will offer 

three after school review sessions. These classes are not mandatory. Students do not need to register and can attend one, 

two, or all three of the sessions. Different parts of the curriculum will be reviewed at each. Students should report directly 

to the Middle School Auditorium on the following dates and times: Thursday, May 24, Thursday, May 31 and Thursday, 

June 7 from 3:30 P.M. to 5:30 p.m.  

 

Click here for more information.  FAQs about the test. 

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7696
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=7683
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CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS! 

Garden City Middle School launched two new initiatives last year with its “Kindness Counts” and 

“Student of the Month” award presentations. The “Student of the Month” award is presented to one student per 

academic team (grades 6,7,8) each month for outstanding work, dedication, and achievement.  This award is for 

students who stand out amongst their peers. Students may be nominated for academic achievements, showing great 

improvement, hard work, and/or helping a peer, etc. Students are nominated for the “Kindness Counts” award 

when they are caught in the act of committing a random act of kindness.   Below are the recipients for the month of 

April . 

STUDENT OF THE 

MONTH 

Jake LaBella  

Finn Andersen 

Austin Crouchley  

Madison Smith  

Matthew McCoy  

William Daly 

Adam Khan  

Anthony Creaco 

Amelia DiChiara 

Isabel Byrnes 

Nicole Freddo 

William Brennan 

Erin Lloyd 

KINDNESS COUNTS 
 

Mia Brita (not present for photo) 

William Gaberlavage 

Angel Alvarado  

Sufi Rad 

Kyle Galanti  



ANTI-BULLYING CLUB EXPO 

UNDER THE SEA 



Summer Information  

                                           WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT: SUMMER ASSIGNMENT 

                In order to support the growth of our students over the summer and continue to foster the transition in World Languages Courses, we 

continue with our commitment to assign a meaningful summer packet for your child. The packets are designed to review key concepts necessary 

for success but also for future language courses. 

                As you know, the ability to communicate in a second language enables us to know the hopes, dreams, and visions of others around the 

world. The study of World Languages prepares today’s youth for tomorrow’s opportunities by supporting basic skills instruction, developing cross 

cultural understanding, and preparing our youth to enter the global marketplace. Language learning is a cumulative process. It can be compared to 

constructing a building out of blocks: the learner keeps building on top of what was done the day before. If the learner does not keep at the job 

steadily, pretty soon he or she will try to put new blocks on top of an empty space. Therefore, it is important to keep up with and learn what is 

being presented about a language day by day. 

                Our summer review packets will be posted on the Middle School World Languages Department website no later than June 25, 

2018.  Simply click the link on the left that states, “Summer Assignments-2018.”  Please be advised that there are summer assignments only for 

those World Language courses that are listed on the site. Should your child need assistance, various resources are available via the Internet; howev-

er, your child should also utilize notes and worksheets that were received throughout the year. We suggest that the student complete the packet at 

his or her leisure,  but we strongly recommend that the student not wait until the very last minute to do so. On Wednesday, September 12, stu-

dents will be required to bring the packet to their language class, and the packet will be reviewed.  Please be advised that this assignment will count 

as two homework grades.  Teachers will provide opportunities for students to ask questions, and since language is comprehensive, students will be 

tested on the material that was incorporated in the packets. This will serve as a diagnostic tool to continue to help your child’s teacher assess his or 

her skills. 

                The World Languages Department would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support during the 2017-2018 school 

year,  and we look forward to working with your child in the fall.   If you have any questions, please contact Peter Giacalone,  6-12 World Lan-

guage Coordinator at giacalonep@gcufsd.net. 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT: SUMMER READING FOR GRADES 6,7,8 

        Garden City is committed to meeting the challenges of the New York Common Core Learning Standards in order to ensure that all stu-

dents have the reading experiences they need to be successful. Through a summer reading assignment, students will reinforce important skills, 

employ good independent reading habits, promote vocabulary development, and develop reading comprehension. Upon returning in Septem-

ber, students will be tested on their understanding of the novel.  We have highlighted a variety of books and contemporary authors from the 

recommended reading lists of the National Council of Teachers of English and Young Adult Library Services Association. Students should select a 

book from this list and complete the accompanying graphic organizers. The lists will be available on the Garden City Middle School website. As 

any good reader knows, it is about the adventure; happy reading!  Summer reading titles are available on eBooks.  See the last page of this news-

letter for more information. 

                                                                      SUMMER MATH PRACTICE  
 The summer vacation is a wonderful time to take a break from the structure of the school year and participate in a variety of other activi-
ties. However, the summer vacation is often also a time when important math skills tend to become a dusty, distant memory. Of course, there are 
always those days in late August when students long to be back in school learning new ideas. For many years now, the Mathematics Department has 
prepared summer practice exercises that coordinate with our Elementary, Middle and High School math classes.  
 The summer practice is offered through the on-line site CastleLearning.com. All Garden City Middle and High School students have ac-
counts with CastleLearning. All Middle and High School math teachers use CastleLearning as a regular part of their instructional plan. Students can 
log onto the site and access the Summer Practice assignment as presented by Mr. Dods, the Mathematics Curriculum Coordinator. This site pro-
vides students with hints and clues to help answer multiple choice questions. It also provides explanations for incorrectly answered questions. An-
other great feature of CastleLearning is that students can create their own study guides and practice exercises, at any time, for a wide variety of 
courses and Regents examinations. In September, the Math Department will download the aggregated statistical data pertaining to the Summer 
Practice assignment and use this information for making a variety of curriculum decisions. 
 After June 18th, students can log into their CastleLearning.com account and access their summer assignments.   If over the 
summer there is difficulty logging into the site, please contact Mr. Dods at dodss@gcufsd.net. The Mathematics Department hopes that the      

Summer Math Practice will dust off mathematical memories and help to hone valuable skills for the start of a new school year. 



Summer enrichment program  

Middle school courses 

 The Summer Enrichment Program is offering new and  interesting programs that appeal to a vari-

ety of interest levels.  As in the past, middle school students may take classes and/or volunteer as aides 

for the program.  The registration forms are available online. This summer, the program will run from 

Monday, July 2nd  to Friday, July 27th. There will be no classes on July 4th. The Summer Enrich-

ment Program will be held at Stratford Avenue School from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

  The program, which offers a wide variety of courses, is for students entering kindergarten in the 

fall of 2018 to current juniors in high school. We look forward to seeing you this summer! 

 

SPEED AND AGILITY FITNESS --- Room 127  ---Mr. Messier —Offered Week 1 at 9:00 a.m. 

Speed & Agility session will enhance middle and high school athletic knowledge through expert coaching in a fun and excit-

ing environment. The class will consist of  instruction in the techniques and  the training necessary for young athletes to 

reach their full potential. Speed training, power, and agility are the essential elements for success in ALL sports! With an 

increased awareness of how to maximize these disciplines, athletes will be able to further their potential in their respective 

sport. 

 

NFL COMBINE --- Room 127  ---Mr. Messier —Offered Week 1 at 10:30 a.m. 

Each February, hundreds of the very best college football players are invited to the NFL Scouting Combine in Indianapolis, 

Indiana.  Join us for our very own Garden City Combine where you, the player, will go through all the same non-contact 

drills and skills as the NFL players themselves. Learn fundamentals of the game of football such as throwing and catching 

techniques, proper route running, ball handling, stances and starts from a former player at Hofstra University and GC High 

School Football Coach.  Take advantage of this great way to prepare for the upcoming season.  

 

BASICS FOR CREATING A COMPUTER GAME --- Room 113---- Mr. Davola —Offered Week 1 at 9:00 a.m. 

This course will be for students who are interested in learning the concepts behind making a game.  The class will learn 

about the elements of a game using Gamestar Mechanic and then learn some basic skills for creating a basic maze game.  Once 

students master the basic concepts,  we will try to design prototypes for our games using Scratch and CS First.     

  

GOOGLE ACCOUNT TO PLAN A BUSINESS ---- Room 113 ----  Mr. Davola —Offered Week 1 at 10:30 a.m. 

This course will be for students who are interested in learning about their Google Accounts and how to create and design a 

mock company.  Students will work together to create flyers, websites, presentations, videos and more to find out what it 

is like to be a designer and planner for a business.   

 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE ---- Room 221 --- Mrs. Wysocki —Offered Week 4 at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

This class introduces students to the exciting world of American Sign Language. Students will learn to sign the alphabet and 

fingerspell words. Also, they will learn to sign basic words. The goal of this course is to enhance communication so       

students can interact with each other, with people in the deaf community and with other non-verbal people. Hands-on    

activities and games will help to make learning fun.  
 

 

 



Summer enrichment program  

Middle school courses 

 

MAGAZINE WORKSHOP  —-– Weeks 2 & 4 at 9:00 a.m.-- Room 224 – Ms. Oppedisano 

Do you love reading, writing and photography? If you do, then Magazine Workshop is the course for you! Stu-

dents in this course will collaborate to create a Summer Enrichment Program magazine. The magazine will fea-

ture the various courses that are offered throughout the Summer Enrichment Program. Students will be given the 

opportunity to interview teachers and students to learn more about the fantastic activities that are taking place 

within the program each week, and enhance their photography skills by capturing moments of these terrific 

events. While building their reading, writing, photography and listening skills, students will work creatively to 

develop the pages of a magazine that they will enjoy reading once published.     

 

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY------Room  113   ----- Mr. Lee —Offered Weeks 2, 3 & 4  at 9:00 a.m. 

Students in this course will be exposed to a variety of iPad apps and other Educational Technology tools.  Augmented & 

Virtual Reality will be explored using such apps as AURASMA, Google Expeditions and Google Cardboard VR.  Students will also 

have the opportunity to create their own movie trailers using iMovie.  Students should have access to a smartphone, but it is 

NOT necessary for the course. 

 

MAKERSPACE ----Room 113   ------ Mr.  Lee — Offered Weeks 2, 3 & 4 at 10:30 a.m. 

Students in this course will gain insight into some of the “makerspace” activities being conducted in schools nation-

wide.  Students will learn basic coding; learn about electronics using SNAP CIRCUITS; use a 3-D pen to create 3-D art-

work; basic robotics using OZOBOTS and gaming w/ Classroom Jeopardy. 

 

MATH GAME CREATION STRATEGY - Room 225  -Ms. Keegan—Offered Week 3 at 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

This fun and hands-on course will give the students the opportunity to research, create, design, apply, and play their own 

math game. Upon completion of their game, they will have a chance to test the games of their classmates. 

 

WEBSITE DESIGN---Room 228 ----  Ms. Boyd —Offered Week 3 at both 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Bring your special interest or passion project and step into the shoes of a website designer. Participants will bring alive the 

content as they research, plan, build and improve their websites.  Students will showcase their research on a topic of their 

choice.  Students will also integrate still images, slideshows, home-videos, YouTube videos, interactive maps and weblinks to 

connect to other resources.   

 

 

Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.  

                                                                                              ~Albert Einstein 



THANK YOU to all of our parents, guardians, teachers and staff  
who do so much for our children at the Garden City Middle School.  

Without your encouragement, support, and volunteer time the PTA could not fund the  
programs that make our school so great! 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED  
The PTA is always looking for new volunteers!  

If you have an interest, please submit your name to us - HERE  

The PTA WAS PROUD TO SPONSOR  
Welcome Back To School Grade Parties  

Family Flick Night Raffle Prizes  
GC Cares Family Charity Night  

BINGO Family Fun Night  
Smart Social Media Speaker - Josh Ochs (smartsocial.com/)  

Don’t Press Send Speaker - Katie Schumacher (dontpresssend.org)  
LI Crisis Center Speaker - Theresa Buhse (longislandcrisiscenter.org/)  

ABC Club Safe Driving Program  
Staff Appreciation Luncheon  

 

Have A Great Summer!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4dacaf2da20-volunteer
smartsocial.com/
dontpresssend.org
longislandcrisiscenter.org/


NASSAU COUNTY EMPIRE STATE GAMES  

FOR THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

MA Y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 8 -  J U N E  2,  2 0 18  

MIT C HE L A T HLE T IC  C O M PLE X  A N D  NA SSA U  CO MMU N IT Y  C O LL E GE 

O PE N IN G C E REMO N IE S   

J U N E  1,  2 0 18  AT  6 : 3 0  P. M.  

F OR  DET AI LS  VISI T HTTP S://N AS S AUC OUNT YP CG AM ES .C OM/WP/  

 

SEPTA Family Movie Day 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

S A T U R D A Y ,  J U N E  1 6 ,  2 0 1 8  A T  9 : 3 0  A . M .   

H E R R I C K S  C I N E M A S  /  B O W - T I E  C I N E M A S   

3 3 2 4  H I L L S I D E  A V E N U E ,  N E W  H Y D E  P A R K  

F R E E  F O R  S E P T A  M E M B E R S  

R S V P  T O  W W W . G C S E P T A . O R G   

S P A C E  I S  L I M I T E D !   

 

Visit http://gcsepta.org/volunteer-for-septa/ to find out more! 

 

www.gcsepta.org 

 

 
 

file://ms-srv2/staff/cafarom/Adobe
http://www.gcsepta.org
http://gcsepta.org/volunteer-for-septa/
http://www.gcsepta.org


I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

CAKE WARS’  WINNERS 

 Ms. Economou’s and Ms. Athanasopoulos’ classes have been working extremely hard on their very own Cake Wars 

challenge.  Groups  had to design cakes based on a selected theme and make the cake as part of an in-class project.  Themed 

cakes were designed and votes were casted by staff members in the building.  The 2018 cakes were very  impressive thus 

resulting in a tough competition.  

 MS. ECONOMOU’S WINNING CAKES 

 The third place winner was The Caterpillar, second place was Sesame Street, and first place was a deliciously eye 

appealing cake made to look like Sliders and Fries! The first place cake was designed by Gwen Boccio, Victoria Kat-

radis, Brendan Ryan, Gavin Smith and Cece Van Blenis.  

 

    

      

    MS. ATHANASOPOULOS’ WINNING CAKES 

 `The third place winner was GOAT Doggie Handbag, second place was The Pool Table, and first place was a de-

tailed and gourmet Gummy Sushi Platter! The first place cake was designed by Marie Cacciabaudo,  Deveny Hildreth, 

Noelle Jordan, Sheila Mullins, Mae O’Malley and Annie Sweeney.  

 

 

Congratulations to all the groups on a job well done! 



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

It’s okay to be a glow stick.  

Sometimes we have to break before we shine. 

    -Gina Christel, Director of Guidance, Garden City School District 

WIR GRATULIEREN! 

 Congratulations to the eighth grade German language students who took the Level 1 National German Examination on 

Wednesday, April 18th.  Sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of German, this test is administered in an online format 

through Quia technology and consists of 100 listening and reading comprehension questions.  All materials used in the exam are from 

authentic sources.  This nationally recognized exam not only provides teachers with an assessment tool, but also gives our students 

the opportunity to demonstrate their language skills and compare their knowledge of German to other students across the country. 

Our eighth grade students this year did an amazing job and are a testament to our thriving German language program.  Herzlichen 

Glückwunsch – das habt ihr toll gemacht!   

The medal winners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Kylie Brunning scored in the 99th percentile. 

** Aidan Metz, Natalie Greiner, Avery Hearon and Emily Murphy scored in the 98th percentile. 

*** Aly Jeffrey, Sam Obeck, Kate Pappas and Jenny Zheng scored in the 97th percentile. 

GOLD SILVER BRONZE ACHIEVEMENT 

Kylie Brunning* Niall Cowie TJ Krieg Tyler Glenn 

Aidan Metz** Julia Jushchenko        Nico Pamas Faith DeAngelo 

Natalie Greiner** Amanda Martinkat   Julia Brancaccio 

Avery Hearon** Leila Donner   Daniel Macchiarola 

Emily Murphy** Andrew Rom     

Aly Jeffrey*** Lauren Blum     

Sam Obeck*** Rowan Stenson     

Kate Pappas***       

Jenny Zheng***       

Ryan Glenn       

Emily Pogozelski       

CONGRATULATIONS CAROLINE CROUCHLEY!  

 Sixth grader Caroline Crouchley (pictured with Dr. Zaferiou) received a second place 

award for the category of Physical Science and was awarded a medal at the 2018 New York 

State Science and Engineering Fair last night at Jericho High School.  There were only two 

awards  given in this category.   



I N  &  A RO U N D  G C M S  

BEST BUDDIES LUAU 

 The Middle School Best Buddies, advised by Danielle Goodwin and  Jennifer Novack , and High School Best Buddies 

advised by Tammy Kear join together every spring to plan an annual dance. The theme changes every year. This year we 

chose a Luau theme, and the students came dressed in their best luau shirts and grass skirts. Students from the Challenger Bas-

ketball team in Garden City and neighboring schools are invited too. Pizza and a DJ were graciously provided by SEPTA, and 

the GCMS Student Council donated a photo booth. It's a fun way for all students to 

interact with their peers and develop friendships outside of the school day.   

GERMAN PEN PALS! 

 Frau Galvez’s eighth grade students have been writing pen pal letters 

to students at a school in Darmstadt, Germany, where former Garden City 

student Shannon Smith teaches English. This experience has enabled the stu-

dents to develop their communicative competence in German and learn more 

about the German culture by corresponding with peers their own age.  The 

students are very excited to learn more about their new German friends, and 

many hope to establish long lasting relationships.  
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S’MORES STUFFED COOKIES 

INGREDIENTS 
 
FOR THE COOKIES 

1 1/2 c. (2 1/2 sticks) butter, softened 

1 c. brown sugar 

1/2 c. granulated sugar 

2 tsp. pure vanilla extract 

2 large eggs 

2 3/4 c. all-purpose flour 

1 tsp. baking soda 

3/4 tsp. kosher salt 

2 c. semisweet chocolate chips 

 

FOR THE S'MORES 

8 graham crackers 

8 marshmallows 

8 chocolate squares 

DIRECTIONS 
 

1. Preheat oven to 375º and line two large baking 

sheets with parchment paper. Make cookie dough: 

In a large bowl using an electric mixer (or in a 

stand mixer), beat butter and sugars until light and 

fluffy, about 2 minutes. Slowly beat in vanilla ex-

tract and eggs until evenly incorporated. 

2. In a separate bowl, mix flour, baking soda, and 

salt. Stir into butter-sugar mixture until just com-

bined, then fold in chocolate chips. 

3. Make s'mores: Cut each marshmallow in half 

lengthwise. Sandwich halved marshmallow and 

one square chocolate between two squares of gra-

ham cracker. Using two large scoops of cookie 

dough, cover the entire s'more until no graham is 

visible. Repeat until all dough and s'more ingredi-

ents are used. Refrigerate on baking sheets for 10 

to 15 minutes. 

4. Bake cookies until lightly golden, 12 to 14 minutes. 

Let cool minutes on baking sheet for 10 

minutes before eating (if you can stand it).  

 

TIP: To insure your cookie doesn't turn into a big pud-

dle with graham cracker poking out, refrigerate your 

cookies before you bake them. 10 to 15 minutes should 

do the trick — no longer than an hour though, or your 

marshmallows won't melt while baking! 

 

When you're curious, you find lots of interesting things to do.  
~Walt Disney 
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News of the Math O lympiads  for E lementary & M iddle S chools  

JANUARY 2018 MEET 3 
Moderators: Mrs. Nardone and Mrs. Orrego 

_______________________ 
The fifth and final meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Tues-

day, March 6, 2018.  Our school score (total of the top 10) for our 6th Grade Olympians was 50 out of a possible 50.  

13 STUDENTS HAD PERFECT SCORES OF FIVE CORRECT 

Owen Conway, Olivia Donohue, Holden Herrera, Matthew Kephart, Tara Murphy, Wilson Napi, John 

O'Neill, Alexander Palmer, Niamh Pfaff, John Rynn, Andrew Schlipf, Laila Smith, Braden Soutar 

18 STUDENTS HAD FOUR CORRECT 

Daniel Brennan, William Brennan, Diego Cadavid, Jack Caldara, Julia Cherchever, Justin Gisolfi, Celia 

Hearon, David Hernandez-Arroyo, Ryan Lawson, Erin Lloyd, Miranda Ludricks, Tyler McAlea, Armeen 

Panthaki, Daniel Psaki, Jonathan Sanasie, Rose Schreier, Sophia Sethi, Elaine Wang 

The numbers below are based on a total of 68 students participating in this meet.

 
      Problem 5C seemed to confuse quite a few Olympians. 

Our next meeting will be for the awards ceremony! 

Problem Number Number Getting it Right Percent Getting it Right 

5A 61 90% 

5B 39 57% 

5C 22 32% 

5D 65 96% 

5E 38 56% 

NO PLACE FOR HATE  

 Recently, the Garden City Middle School was designated a No Place 

for Hate school by the Anti-Defamation League.  No Place for Hate is      

designed to create inclusive school communities by promoting unity and respect 

and empowering schools to reduce bullying, name-calling, and other            

expressions of bias. 

 In compliance with the New York State Dignity Act, No Place for 

Hate offers schools the opportunity to be recognized for their staff develop-

ment and student training related to bullying, harassment, and discrimination. 

To become a No Place For Hate school, our school submitted a lengthy applica-

tion and participated in a variety of activities.  Garden City Middle School, 

among other schools on Long Island, Queens, and  Manhattan, was recognized 

for all of its hard work.  Jenn Pollack, a special education teacher and member 

of the Anti-Bias Task force and No Place for Hate committee for teachers, attended the recognition ceremony to  receive the award.  

Garden City Middle School continues its commitment to create a caring and respectful school environment! 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 
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SUMMER READING EBOOKS 

 

The GCMS library provides access to a growing collection of eBooks through FollettShelf. 

These eBooks are accessible through desktop and laptop computers, tablets, and smartphones with an internet connection.  The eBooks can be 

accessed using a web browser or an iOS or Android app.   

THE SUMMER READING TITLES LISTED BELOW ARE AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS AS EBOOKS. 

For Students Entering Sixth Grade: 

 

For Students Entering Seventh Grade: 

 

For Students Entering Eighth Grade: 

 

The GCMS Library owns a limited number of licenses for each title.  This means all titles may not be available at all times.  Each title can be used 

as if you pulled the book off of a physical shelf in the library.  Readers using the eBook have access to the title while the eBook is being interacted 

with.  After thirty minutes of inactivity the book returns to the shelf for use by other readers. 

To access the eBooks, enter the web address below into a web browser or the iPhone or Android app. 

https://wbb00675.follettshelf.com/ 

A username and password is required to access the eBooks.  Please use the following username and password: 

Username:  gcmslibrary         Password:  gcmslibrary 

Download and install the Follett Destiny Discover app from the iTunes App Store or Google Play. 

Download the free Follett Destiny Discover app for iOS here: 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/follett-enlight-k-12-edition/id692783324?mt=8 

Download the free Follett Destiny Discover app for Android here: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.follett.fsc.Enlight 

**  Visit the GCMS Library Webpage for additional information.  ** 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary 

Absolutely Normal Chaos by Sharon Creech QB 1 by Mike Lupica 

Bloomability by Sharon Creech House of Robots by James Patterson and Chris Gra-
benstein 

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah I Funny: A Middle School Story by James Patterson and 
Chris Grabenstein 

Call of the Wild by Jack London Percy Jackson's Heroes of Olympus Series 
by Rick Riordan 

Heat by Mike Lupica   

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park A Step from Heaven by An Na 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor   

Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt 

https://wbb00675.follettshelf.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/follett-enlight-k-12-edition/id692783324?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.follett.fsc.Enlight
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary

